OCEAN SHIPPING

small Chinese vessels plying as far as Rangoon, and the large
Japanese lines maintained passenger and cargo service at about
fortnightly intervals. In addition, such British lines as Bibby
and Henderson,2 plied between Burma and Europe, while
freighters from Europe and the west coast of the United States
called fairly frequently at Rangoon. Particularly after the
opening of the Burma Road in 1939 a number of American,
Russian, and other vessels called at Rangoon, but as indicated
by the tabulation which follows, the B.LS.N. and other lines
registered in the United Kingdom carried on two-thirds of the
total trade. It is doubtful if Burmans owned much of the ton-
nage classified as "British Burma" in the total. The figures for
tonnage carried on vessels calling at Rangoon (excluding
coastal trade) are as follows:3

Imports                        Exports

Nationality                                      (Long tons)                  (.Long tons')

British  (United Kingdom)   .....     964,933              2,213,622

British  Burma   ................       12,212                791,738

British   India   ................     169,655                 558,032

Foreign    .................     188,415                 349,235

Totals   ..................   1,335,215              3,912,627
Table 30 (p. 216) gives the breakdown of shipments from
Burma to India and Ceylon according to Burmese port of origin.
The same totals have been broken down differently by a
reliable source to show the proportions of Burma's exports
of "rice, timber, and general cargo" to India and Ceylon for
the same period. Since there were virtually no Burmese com-
panies engaged in this business and practically none of the
continental European shipping companies traded between
Burma and India, it is safe to conclude that nearly all tonnage
not carried by Indian vessels was carried by British vessels and
that almost all of the latter was carried by the British India
Steam Navigation Company, Ltd. Similarly, the lion's share
of the Indian traffic was carried by the Scindia Navigation
2 The Henderson Line, with fortnightly service between Burma and the
United Kingdom, was associated with the Irrawaddy Flotilla Company.
8 Annual report of the Seaborne Trade of Burma, 1939-40, p. 493.